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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the docimients listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed 
documents are also enclosed. 

Each of the Usted documents was cited in an Office Action from the 
Japanese Patent Office in connection with a counterpart Japanese application. A copy of 
that Office Action is enclosed. 

For the concise explanation of relevance of JPA 04-33 1 175, the Examiner is 
directed to the English-language abstract attached thereto. Applicant also notes that this 
document is understood to relate to a technology employed in electronic photocopiers that 
assign different levels of authority, in file manipulation, to security administrators, site 
administrators, and users. More particularly, the technology apparently enables, in units of 
job holders, members included in a special list, and all users (each unit contains multiple 



users), either the ability to photocopy and correct documents or the ability to photocopy 
alone (see line 71). This technology apparently allows a flexible assignment of security 
levels to multiple users for their print jobs. 

For the concise explanation of relevance of JPA 2000-098819, the Examiner 
is directed to the English-language Abstract attached thereto. Applicant also notes that this 
document is understood to relate to a technology v^hich enables an administrator to nullify 
administrative functions applied to users in different categories by an input from an 
operation panel. In other words, by selecting 'no' for ID administration for each category 
as shown in Fig. 7, users are apparently enabled to omit a category ID or a password input 
when printing. It is apparently possible to customize functions for each user, and also for 
an administrator to activate a category ID administration function only when necessary. 

For the concise explanation of relevance of the other listed documents, the 
Examiner is directed to the English-language abstracts attached thereto. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

Since no Office Action on the merits has yet been issued, no fee or 
certification is required. 
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Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



Respectfully submitted. 





Raymond if. DiPema 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No.: 44,063 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 1 0112-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



-3- 



FORM PTO 1449 {modified^ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCC ^ '5'"j£^ 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK 0FW6S\ >^ C X 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT(S) VA 
(Use several sheets if necefisary) %\ 

JUN 2 B 200S A 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

00862.022210. 


APPLICATION NO. . 

09/840,894 


APPLICANT 

YASUHIRO KUJIRAI ET AL. 


FILING DATE GROUP 

April 25, 2001 2622 


''^^^ji , U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 


















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 

Lll Ik ABPB 

NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES/NO/ 

UK Ado I IXMV^ 1 




JPA 


04-331175 


11/19/92 


JAPAN 






Abstract and 
cofnnionts 




JPA 


2000-098819 


4/7/00 


JAPAN 






Abstract and 
comments 




JPA 


11-096118 


4/9/99 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


08-221364 


8/30/96 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


09-185503 


7/15/97 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


11-108705 


4/23/99 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


07-073128 


3/17/95 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


11-338825 


12/10/99 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


2001-312377 


11/9/01 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


2001-312396 


11/9/01 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


2001-312386 


11/9/01 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


11-353558 


12/24/99 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


06-350786 


12/22/94 


JAPAN 






Abstract 




JPA 


11-327861 


11/30/99 


JAPAN 






Abstract 


OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




















EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw tine through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with next communication to applicant 



Sheet 1 of 1 

Form #62 



NY.MAIN 507367V1 



